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CIRCLE OF FIFTHS EXPLAINED

Pattern & Relationships Using fifths are very common in music. 
  •  Outside of a chord makes a fifth.				  
  •  Cadences (endings) use fifths:  II  V  I  or sometimes just V  I.
  •  Jumping between Primary Chords (I, IV and V) create 5ths.  (I up to V or IV up to I )
		
   •  Learning scales in the order of the circle of fifths will help you:
	 •  Learn Major Scales & Chords.
	 •  Recognize Key Signatures.
	 •  Know I and V chord in every key. 
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			           ORDER OF SHARPS & FLATS:  
			   order that SHARPS and FLATS are added to scales.  
  												               

	 Order of Sharps:  	 F C G D A E B	         Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle

	 Order of Flats:	 B E A D G C F 	     Battle Ends And Down Goes Charle’s Father
	
			   (notice the order of flats is just the order of sharps backwards)

      SHARP SCALES:  Go forward through the circle to find scales with sharps.
			                                      (clockwise)
  

  1.  Start with C Scale.
  2.  Go up h 5.  Next scale starts on this note.  (Make sure to start counting on1st note of scale.)
  3.  Add next sharp in order of sharps (F C G D A E B).  Keep sharps from previous scale.
  4.  Play new scale.
  5.  Repeat until all 7 sharps have been added..  (eventually cycles around to C)
  Hint:  Play the chord (1,3,5) that comes from the scale and the top note of the chord (5) is the beginning note     	                	
               of the next scale. (with sharp scales only)

       FLAT SCALES:  Go backwards in the circle to find scales with flats.
				             (counterclockwise)

  1.  Start with C Scale.
  2.  Go down i 5.  Next scale starts on this note.  (Make sure to start counting on1st note of scale.)
  3.  Add next flat in order of flats (B E A D G C F).  Keep flats from previous scale.
  4.  Play new scale.
  5.  Repeat until all 7 flats have been added.  (after 7 it cycles back around to C)
 	  Hint:  After F scale, all flat scales start on a flat.
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ORDER OF SHARPS & FLATS:  
    SHARPS:  	 F C G D A E B	      
    FLATS:	 B E A D G C F 	      	

 Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle

 Battle Ends And Down Goes Charle’s Father
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